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Ms. Destin Nuafiati Ristanti “Raising
Awareness on Younger Generation through
Public Figure in Crime Prevention Strategy:
K-pop Group BTS and Hate Crime toward
Asians in the U.S. amidst Covid-19
Pandemic”

The Coronavirus outbreak at the end of
2019 has created a situation where hate
crimes toward Asian people have increased.
The U.S. is one of the countries where this
crime happened. As a result, strategies have
been put in place to address this issue, such
as signing the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act
into law. Furthermore, to raise awareness of
the ongoing hate crime toward Asian people
in the United States during the Covid-19
pandemic, the K-pop band ‘BTS (Bangtan
Sonyeondan or also known as Bangtan
Boys)' was invited to the White House, and
they addressed this issue during their visit.
Using this occasion as a case study, this
article seeks to examine the role of BTS as
a widely-known public figure in addressing
anti-Asian hate crime, which has increased
in the U.S. due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
This exploratory study analyzes the role of
young public figures in crime prevention,
with the overarching research question of
“Why did the U.S. choose BTS as a youth
ambassador to address anti-Asian hate
crime?” The paper is based on a review of
publicly available articles, literature, and
documents, which are then assessed. This
study contributes to enriching the current
academic debate and literature regarding
the role of young public figures in raising
awareness of the younger generation and
hate crime prevention.
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