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Letter from the ACPF Saitama Branch 

 

【The Situation when the Branch was Established】 

The ACPF Saitama Branch was 

established on 15 February 1992, when the 

Winter Olympic Games (Albertville) were 

held. In the same year, the Barcelona 

Olympic Games were held, and that was the 

last time the Summer and Winter Olympic 

Games were held in the same year. The hair-

cutting ceremony for retiring Sumo Grand 

Champion Chiyonofuji was held that same 

February. In the criminal justice field, this 

was just after the commencement of a 

compulsory investigation of the Tokyo Sagawa Express Co., Ltd.   

As these events transpired, the ACPF Saitama Branch held its General Assembly of 

the Establishment and Inauguration Reception at “Shimizu En” in Omiya City (now 

Omiya Ward, Saitama City). The representatives who attended were as follows: 

President of the Branch: MURAKAMI Iwao, President of Television Saitama Co., Ltd. 

Vice Presidents: HIRAI Seisaku, President of Saitama Notaries Association  

               OKUDA Tadashi, Director of Television Saitama Co., Ltd.  

               FUKUOKA Mizuki, Managing Director, Saitama Newspaper Co., Ltd.  

               EZURE Toshinori, President, Saitama VPOs Association 

Advisor:       YAMAMOTO Tatsuo, Chief Public Prosecutor, Saitama District 

Public Prosecutors Office  

The ACPF Saitama Branch invited Mr. NAGASHIMA Atsushi, chairperson of the 

ACPF, Mr. SUGIHARA Hiroyasu, director of UNAFEI, and all the UNAFEI participants 

of the 90th International Senior Seminar to the events. The Saitama Branch started it 

activities with more than 100 supporting companies and individual members, and it 

inaugurated a friendship agreement with ACPF Pakistan on 21 July 1992.    

 

【ACPF Saitama Activities since 1992】 

Here, I would like to introduce the Saitama Branch’s main activities since its founding 

in 1992: 

 On 5 February 1999, the branch held a special lecture entitled “Law, Politics and 

Common Sense” by Mr. SATO Michio (former superintending prosecutor of the 

Sapporo High Public Prosecutors Office). As you may know, Mr. Sato was elected 

as a member of the House of Councilors after retiring from prosecutorial service 

and was the representative of the Dainiin Club. The lecture was successfully 

Inauguration Ceremony of ACPF Saitama 
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conducted with the attendance of Mr. Takaizawa, director and secretary-general, 

and Mr. Akatsuka, director of the Programme Management Bureau of the ACPF, 

and 150 members and members of the general public.  

 On 21 September 1999, the branch visited UNAFEI and Fuchu Prison. The 29 

members were Mr. Masuno, president of the branch and 16 branch members, Mr. 

Ozaki, director of the General Affairs Division of the Urawa (now, Saitama) District 

Public Prosecutors Office and 11 legal apprentices.   

 What moved us the most were a series of ceremonies for UNAFEI’s 40th and 

ACPF’s 20th anniversaries, held at the Ministry of Justice on 2 October 2002 and 

at the 9th ACPF World Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. The 

Saitama Branch dispatched 19 members including Mr. Masuno, president, Mr. 

Okuda, vice-president, and Ms. Takaike, manager. The three-day program was 

filled with visits to institutions, gorgeous receptions, and panel discussions which 

enhanced international interaction, reaffirming the noble mission of the ACPF.      

 On 10 September 2003, the branch held a special lecture entitled “Recent Crime 

Situations in Japan” by Mr. NAKAJIMA Hiroshi, chief public prosecutor of the 

Saitama District Public Prosecutors Office and former deputy director of UNAFEI, 

at the conference room of Omiya Sonic City (about 70 members attended). 

 On 10 and 11 October 2003, the branch invited Mr. Syed Nayyer Abbas Kazmi 

(125th UNAFEI participant from Pakistan) who delivered a lecture on “Juvenile 

Crime and Pakistan” and held a network meeting with branch members at Rafre 

Saitama. On the second day, the branch guided him to sightseeing spots in Omiya 

and Kawagoe.   

 On 29 September 2006, the branch held a networking meeting with UNAFEI 

participants from Pakistan and Afghanistan and guided them to Nikko for 

sightseeing. 

 On 25 February 2011, the branch held a welcome 

dinner at Rafre Saitama for 15 UNAFEI participants 

from Kenya who attended the 11th Program on the 

Treatment System for Kenyan Juvenile Delinquents. 

Mr. NAGASHIMA Hiroshi, then special councillor of 

the ACPF Headquarters encouraged them to sing 

“Jambo Bwana”, and they were very excited to sing 

as a choir. This is an unforgettable memory. 

 On 24 February 2012, the branch invited Kenyan 

participants, and they enjoyed “Jambo Bwana” and dancing.    

 In a networking event with Kenyan participants on 19 February 2013, all of the 

participants enjoyed not only “Jambo Bwana” but also dancing “Chichibu Ondo” by 

imitating the motions of Ms. TAKEUCHI Fumiko, vice president of the branch. 

 

J

Jambo Bwana 
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【With Saitama Prefecture VPOs Counseling Association and Today】  

At the Annual Branch Meeting held in June 

2013, a plan was approved to jointly hold two 

lectures (in the summer and the winter) by the 

ACPF Saitama Branch and Saitama Prefecture 

VPOs Counseling Association, and the 

program continues today. 

During the public seminar in the winter (case 

report by a VPO), the branch invites Ms. 

MURASE Kayoko, former president of the 

Japanese Clinical Psychologist’s Association, and receives her invaluable advice. 

Every few years, the branch conducts overseas interaction programs, in which branch 

members and Counseling Association members have visited the Philippines and Korea 

to visit criminal justice institutions. 

I, SHIMURA Iwao, am in charge of program management for the Saitama Branch and 

receive guidance from Mr. NOGUCHI Kunio, who is the senior manager of the Saitama 

Branch and a VPO. I am also a member of the Saitama Prefecture VOPs Counseling 

Association, and this VPO relationship helped me join the ACPF Saitama Branch. My 

most impressive memory at the ACPF Saitama Branch was that I could experience 

interactions with criminal justice officials and inspected criminal justice institutions 

when we visited the Philippines under the leadership of Ms. YOKOCHI Tamaki, then 

chief probation officer (former UNAFEI Professor, now director of the Kyoto Probation 

Office). I realized the value of UNAFEI through interactions with high-ranking officials 

whom we could rarely meet and through visits to criminal justice institutions. Even now, 

I continue to communicate with probation officers in the Philippines through Facebook.  

   

From 17 to 24 August 2018, members of the Saitama Branch, headed by Mr. 

TSUNODA Ryo, then chief specialist of the planning and coordination division of the 

Saitama Probation Office (now deputy director of the Saitama Probation Office, a 

member of the Saitama Branch, and former UNAFEI Professor), visited Kenya. In 2017, 

the branch provided financial assistance to Ms. Zebra Wambua to support her 

attendance at World Conference on Probation in Tokyo, which enabled the Saitama 

Branch members of the Kenya tour to have an impressive meeting with her again. 

    

On 11 September 2018, the branch held a networking meeting for the 170th UNAFEI 

International Training Course participants at Rafre Saitama. 40 members, including Mr. 

SETO Takeshi, director of UNAFEI, and Mr. YAMASHITA Terutoshi, secretary general 

of the ACPF, joined the event and were excited to perform the well-known Chichibu 

Ondo dancing and health exercises guided by Ms. MATSUMOTO Sakie, member of the 

branch. 

Public Seminar in Dec. 2019 
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During the ACPF Branch study tour held on 31 August and 1 September 2019 during 

the 173rd UNAFEI International Training Course, the Saitama Branch invited 

participants from Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia and Samoa and guided them to the 

Saitama Urawa District Rehabilitation Support Center, the Offenders Rehabilitation 

Judicial Person Seishin Ryo, where the participants and officials enthusiastically 

shared opinions. After the participants’ presentations in Primrose Ariake, the 

participants enjoyed a friendly dinner, changing their clothes into Japanese yukata 

(traditional casual wear) and receiving guidance on the art of drawing a Japanese 

sword by Mr. TACHI Yuichiro (now, 

president of the Saitama Branch, and 

former professor of UNAFEI). The next 

day, they enjoyed sightseeing in the 

Kawagoe area and made memories of 

Saitama.  

 

 

 

【In Conclusion】  

Although the ACPF Saitama Branch has difficulties in implement ing big projects due 

to the size of its membership, we cherish the significance of each member’s aspirations 

and hospitality toward UNAFEI participants. 

It was a coincidence that, when I participated in UNAFEI’s one-night-two-day 

international VPO Training Course, UNAFEI’s director was Mr. YAMASHITA Terutoshi, 

now secretary general of the ACPF. I realize that the job of community-based VPOs is 

definitely important, and I also feel real pleasure for the activities in which we can 

contribute to the peace internationally from Japan. I was also impressed by the 

personalities of the late Nobuta, former president, Mr. Okamura, former president, and 

the late Nagashima, former acting president. From Fiscal Year 2020 on, I would like to 

dedicate myself to supporting Mr. Tachi, the new president. Enrichment of the branch 

members is also an important challenge to activate the branch activities to higher levels. 

I succeeded in encouraging my friends who are members of a Rotary Club, which is an 

international service organization, to become members of the ACPF Saitama Branch. I 

would like to expand the networking of our colleagues who are taking active roles not 

only in justice, corrections, and probation but also in other fields. 

At the moment, we our activities are limited due to COVID-19, but when the 

pandemic subsides, we look forward to re-activating our programs. 

Lastly, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the late NOBUTA Hisamitsu, 

president emeritus, and the late NAGASHIMA Hiroshi, former acting president. 

 

Saitama Branch Study Tour 
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Current Organization of the ACPF Saitama Branch 

President: TACHI Yuichiro, Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Showa Medical  

University, former Public Prosecutor, former UNAFEI Professor    

Vice-President: ENOMOTO Yasuko, President, Kuki Civil Rights Commissioners ’  

Association, member of the Saitama Prefecture VPOs Counseling 

Association 

TAKEUCHI Fumiko, member of the Saitama Prefecture VPOs 

Counseling Association 

ICHIKAWA Noriko, member of the Saitama Prefecture VPOs 

Counseling Association 

Advisor: AKATSUKA Ko, former Director, Programme Management Bureau, ACPF, 

 Former Superintendent of Regional Correctional Headquarters 

 

 


